
A HISTORY OF RUGBY IN MACCLESFIELD

VOLUME 1 1873 TO 1960

PREAMBLE

It is intended that this document is a repository of the Club’s history, to complement the small archive of
historical artefacts, photos etc. It is a free to access and update repository but controlled via the Club by 
the Club’s Curator. The intention is that it records the social history of the Club, its many characters and
significant events, more than its playing record. If you wish to enhance this history or access any of the 
artefacts and documents please make contact via the Club. 

For reasons of space and technology this history is being produced in several volumes arbitrarily 
separated by date rather than event, loosely aligned to the various grounds that have been used by the 
Club over its long existence.

Because new information and artefacts are constantly being identified this document is a living 
document and contains a number of markers where subsequent releases will contain updates.
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INTRODUCTION

In the 1950s Club President, George Proctor, noted in his introduction to a short History of Macclesfield
Rugby Club that:

“It has long been felt that a history of the Club should be completed for record purposes and to bring to
the notice of its members and the public the achievements of the past and its proposals for the future. In 
doing so an attempt has been made to confine it to history in narrative form without introducing the 
many individual episodes which can be related to the game both on and off the field. The gradual, but 
successful strides of the past have been an accumulated effort in which all members took part.” 

This document is a step towards fulfilling George’s wish that Macclesfield RUFC should have a 
complete record of its achievements in the past and proposals for the future. In producing it we have 
retained the ethos of the original brochure in that this is history in a narrative form focussing on the 
“many individual episodes…..both on and off the field”. We recognise that rugby clubs are more about 
the people than the games won and lost. 
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CHAPTER 1 RUGBY COMES TO MACCLESFIELD

THE COMMENCEMENT OF RUGBY IN MACCLESFIELD. 

Rugby football was played in Macclesfield from about 1873. The principal exponents of football as it 
was at that time were the Athletic Club of the 8th Cheshire Rifle Volunteers who were based in the Drill 
Hall, in Bridge Street Macclesfield. Football, at this time was an all encompassing sport still to adopt 
the formal Laws and Rules that made Rugby football distinct from Association football.

The first reported football match, played by the 8th Cheshire Rifle Volunteers (CRVs), was 14 th January 
1874. For that game a team under the command of H. Frogatt played the 8th C.R.V.'s Athletic Club with
specifically “15 a side”, and “hacking '' and “tripping '' to be allowed. This was only slightly unusual as 
early matches were more normally 20 a side. The game took place on the Boughey Lane Ground. 
Boughey Lane eventually became Victoria Road, the ground was that currently occupied by the 
Macclesfield Cricket Club. 

This game was followed by a “local friendly'' between the 8th CRV’s and Captain Brocklehurst's Troop 
of Yeomanry. This game was most notable for its duration, kicking off at 3-15 with “no side” called 2 ¼ 
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hours later! Other fixtures that year spread the net further with matches against Crewe, Congleton and 
Stockport.

The central nature of sport to the local military organisation is evident in the “Orders for the Week” such
as that pictured below which provides the “fixture list” and the “form” of football to be played (such as 
size of the teams) this extract is from the Macclesfield Courier January 1875. 

The Grammar School (Kings) did not play Rugby rules at this time (they adopted Rugby as their winter 
sport in 1928) so matches against the Grammar School and Langley were played under Association 
rules and the Congleton game under Rugby Union Rules. The report of the Congleton match notes that 
Congleton won by 1 goal and 4 tries to nil because it being “football” goals were the ultimate score and 
a try was exactly that, the team had earned the right for a ‘try’ at scoring a goal.

The Olympic Cricket Club also played football in Macclesfield, and in October 1876 the two 
organisations amalgamated to form Macclesfield Football Club. Initially, alternate rugby and association
football matches were played . Gradually both forms of football were adopted in their own right and 
from 1879 rugby football was played regularly in the colours of Macclesfield Football Club with 
matches being played on the Cricket Ground. 

INTER-TOWN RIVALRY

Some indication of inter-town rivalry even then is highlighted in the contents of a letter from the Leek 
Football Club Secretary after reading a match report of the Leek v. Macclesfield fixture in 1876.  “Will 
you kindly allow me to correct a few inaccuracies in report of the football match, Leek v. Macclesfield. 
In your report you state that the game had only proceeded 15 minutes when “half-time '' was called and
that it lasted 50 minutes only, which was not correct. Half-time was called by the umpire at the expiry of
40 minutes and the game lasted the usual time one hour, 20 minutes. Also Mr. Sleigh, stated in the 
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report to be a noted Stoke player, who kicked both goals, one a dropped kick and the other out of a 
scrimmage, is a resident of Leek and only plays for the Stoke club occasionally. Further, it is not true 
that Macclesfield had five touch-downs - two were all they had.” Methinks someone protesteth too 
much. There is no record of a response to the Honorable Secretary’s letter. 

The Macclesfield team that played the game was: J. W. H. Thorp (capt.), S. Clive, H. Paul, F. W. Paul, 
Davies Hill, S. Morton, I. Morton, T. Wood, Warren Barber, Hunt, Heathcote, Watts and Robinson. 
Possibly notable only because of the presence of JWH Thorp, their captain that day. Thorp can 
justifiably be noted as the Father of Macclesfield Rugby.
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A MACCLESFIELD RUGBY PIONEER – JWH THORP

Copyright World Rugby Museum

When Captain Stanicliffe presided over a supper at the Pack Horse Hotel, Jordangate (March 12 th 1877) 
to celebrate the amalgamation of Cricket and Football Clubs it was J. W. H. Thorp who claimed that 
there was “extended local support in his efforts to promote athletic sports”. This was no idle boast as, 
largely through the efforts of Captain JWH Thorp, the 8th CRV Athletic Club had been successful in 
making rugby football popular in the Macclesfield area. And it was Thorp who made the first efforts to 
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establish a Cheshire “select” team in the 1875-6 season. His initial endevour did not succeed but in 1877
he did succeed and the Cheshire County Union played their first County Match against Lancashire.

Thorp played in that first game in which Cheshire were beaten by a goal and two tries to a try. The 
Cheshire team were : J. E. Wilson, H. S. Marsland, W. B. Pagden (Sa1e), W. H. Wallace (Birkenhead 
Park), H. C. Rowley (Bowdon), J. B. Parry (Birkenhead Park), T. H. Harrison, E. C. Kendall (Rock 
Ferry), W.Eure, B. B. Middleton (Birkenhead Park), J. H. Wilson (Sa1e), J. W. H. Thorp (Macclesfield), 
G. Andrews, P. Swanwick (Alderley), W. H. Bleachley (Sa1e). All of the clubs providing players are 
still present today with the exception of Alderley, the “parent” club of Messars Swanick and Andrews. 
Interestingly a year or two later Thorp himself would be listed as an  Alderley player.

It is an interesting historical side note that Cheshire were early adopters of “competition” rugby and in 
season 1887-8  the Cheshire Union introduced the Cheshire County Challenge Cup competition. Sadly 
it was short lived as a competition. The minutes of the Cheshire RFU committee meeting  on 21st April 
1881 record "That cup ties be discontinued as detrimental in the long run to the true interests of football
in Cheshire". A view that chimed with the Presidents view, he being JWH Thorp.

During its short life the cup was won three times by Birkenhead Park and once by New Brighton. Other 
clubs affiliated to the Union and taking part in the competition were Egremont (yes thats right Lake 
District!), Hyde, Marple, Bowdon, Dukinfield, Northenden, Sale and Alderley&Macclesfield. So it 
would seem that Macclesfield was still not “strong” enough to stand on its own two feet! 

In 1878 Macclesfield were affiliated to the Cheshire Rugby Union. There is no surviving internal 
register of RFU affiliated clubs from this period but Charles W Alcock’s ‘Football Annual’ of 1878 lists 
‘Macclesfield’ as one of the clubs affiliated with the RFU. The annual was written with the assistance of
Mr Guillemard (then vice-president of the RFU) and is the RFU’s most reliable source of information 
for this time. Macclesfield Rugby Union Football Club isn’t listed in the annual again until the 1929-30 
edition and are then, as before, simply as ‘Macclesfield’. 

Besides playing for Macclesfield, Alderley and Cheshire (for whom he was considered one of their 
leading forwards), Thorp often assisted the Manchester Club and occasionally played for Sale. Thorp 
was a local mill owner, owning a textile mill in Thorp Street (opposite Arighi Bianci’s) and clearly had a
very direct management style. It is reported that his selection process for the Macclesfield town team 
was to say “you and you to fifteen of his workers"!  Of course this form of selection is not unknown 
today amongst lower teams at the club. Indeed there are echos of local textile/yarn manufacturers of 
later years, who would deploy a similar selection process. Of course Thorp was a man of his time and 
this view on selection was probably underpinned by his “amatuer” appreciation of sport. He was said to 
be a stern opponent “of the introduction into ‘rugger’ of the professionalist spirit so largely dominating 
other English games”. 

Whilst Thorp had the distinction of playing in the first eight County games against Lancashire, his 
involvement in Rugby was not solely on the field. In 1883, Thorp became Cheshire Rugby Uniion’s 
second ever President, a position that he held for over 20 years. In the photo below Thorp is pictured in 
the back row, on his “County duties”.
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In 1898 Thorp was elected President of the RFU the first Cheshire representative to be so honoured  and
to date (2021) he is the only one, so a truly unique honour for a man of Macclesfield. The Museum at 
Twickenham have provided copies (below) of the opening page of minutes of the meeting which elected
JW Thorp as President 

and for the first meeting attended by JW Thorp.
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To complete his laureates the first Macclesfield Rugby Legend, JWH Thorp, went on to represent the 
RFU on the International Board for 9 years, 1898-1907. Today a photo of Thorp hangs in the Committee
Room at Twickenham (copy at the opening of this chapter). 

Copyright World Rugby Museum
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Thorp’s interest and activities were not confined to Rugby and the promotion of Athletics but to local 
affairs, becoming Mayor of Macclesfield in 1897. By a serendipitous turn of affairs Thorp lived at Pear 
Tree House, Jordangate. Many years later Pear Tree House would be the offices of local architects 
Dobson Chapman who were responsible for a number of ground and facility designs in the club’s future 
as well as employing John Taylor who would form his own dynasty at the Club in the years following 
the Second World War.
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CHAPTER 2 RUGBY RETURNS TO MACCLESFIELD

THE CREATION OF MACCLESFIELD RUGBY UNION FOOTBALL CLUB

We have no information on why or when organised Rugby went out of existence in the Macclesfield 
area, it was probably at the turn of the century as the Association game established its popularity. There 
is an unsubstantiated suggestion that a team was playing rugby in Macclesfield either just before or just 
after the First World War but much more detailed research is required to confirm or deny this.

For now the return of rugby to Macclesfield’s sporting horizon and the formation of the Club in its 
current guise owes  everything to WJ Siggins. In 1926 Siggins was playing Association football for the 
Macclesfield YMCA team. Siggins was one of the few members of the YMCA with any previous 
experience of Rugby, but the YMCA was populated by sports loving young men. Siggins’ enthusiasm 
and efforts to get people interested in the “oval ball game'' had a ready audience. 

At an initial meeting at the Majestic Cafe, Mill Street, W. J. Siggins, R. L. Rogers, W. E. Whiston and F.
Hermann discussed the possibility of raising a team and decided that the prospects were favourable.  
The organising ability of W. E. Whiston meant that quite quickly a group of mainly 16 and 17 year old 
lads began practicing, initially on the Trinity Wesleyan Ground, off London Road. It was not unusual for
these enthusiasts to practice Rugby on Saturday morning and play Soccer in the afternoon. 

Three of the Founders in 1928 photo, Siggins front left, next to him Whiston and in the blazer Rogers.

F. Hermann, as the “elder stateman” took on the duties of Honorary Secretary. These pioneers were 
joined by others, including H. O. Kemp, H. Bennett, W. Geeson, J. H. Wilson, D.Moorhouse, E. P. 
Hanrahan, G. Rowson, F. Arnold, C. Arnold, A Butler and E. H Leah to form what might be called “the 
Originals”. And so the Club as it is recognisable today, came into being in 1926, under the Presidency of
Major A. M G Debenham MC, a prominent Lancashire forward who lived in Bollington.
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THE FIRST MATCH AS MRUFC

The first match as Macclesfield RUFC (although at this stage, they were simply Macclesfield) took 
place against Davenport, at Grange Road, Davenport, with a 10-45 a m. kick-off on New Year's Day, 
1927. Many years later Davenport would become Stockport Rugby Club. They counted amongst their 
stalwarts Keith Bentley, son of Charles Bentley himself a stalwart and long-time servant of MRUFC as 
player, committee man and eventually President. 

A copy of the article introducing MRUFC in its first year (below) appeared in the Macclesfield Courier 
1st January 1927. The team for that first game was as published and Macclesfield lost the match by 63 
points to nil, although C. Arnold and H. Winder, the half-backs, were reputed to have played a “splendid
game.''  
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The Macclesfield Courier carried a report of the game which was played in “ideal football weather” and
“watched by a number of Macclesfield enthusiasts”. Davenport fielded a strong team and Macclesfield 
found the pace unrelenting, unsurprisingly as they had not practised together! The three quarters lacked 
unity but half backs Arnold and Windes put in promising performances and the forwards “if a little wild 
at times, never lacked enthusiasm”. The result did not dampen the enthusiasm of the captain, W. J. 
Siggins and his team as it was to be expected, through inexperience, that many mistakes would be made 
on the field. The promise for the future belied the 63-0 drubbing!

Such was the spirit and the desire of the players to succeed that the mistakes made by the lack of 
complete knowledge of the game eventually disappeared with practice. The Davenport game was 
followed by a practice game – “Darks v. Lights” – also reported in the Macclesfield Courier from which
a team was selected to play their second game as Macclesfield,  against Marple. The report notes an 
improvement in overall skills and application but as ever in trial matches “individual effort” was 
evident, presumably to try sway the selectors? Whatever the purpose the team selected for the second 
game showed 6 changes in the three quarters with only Arnold retaining his position, and three of the 
forwards not retained. The team selected for the Marple game was; Cook; Moorhouse, Rogers, 
Hargreaves, Bennett; Shaw, Arnold; Whiston, Leah, Hermann, Proudfoot, Geeson, Howson, Cashmore, 
Parrish.

According to Macclesfield Couriers report by kick off of the Marple game the team showed several 
more changes. Some of the changes viewed with todays ”modern” aspect might seem quite surprising. 
Cook moved up from Full Back to play in the forwards and Hargreaves moved from the forwards to 
play in the three quarters! Even so Macclesfield had turned up one forward short and their performance 
was warmly complimented by the Marple captain who said “You have a good team…should do well 
next season”. With a competitive resistance displayed by the shorthanded Macclesfield forwards, Shaw 
at full back was apparently a master of the poor conditions.

Over the remainder of the season regular practice and training had a positive affect demonstrated in the 
return fixture with Davenport. This was the first game to be played on the Trinity Wesleyan FC ground 
on Congleton Road and Macclesfield were defeated by 17 points to nil.  On May 6 th 1927 the curtain 
was drawn on the Club’s inaugrural season when they lost to Davenport’s very near neighbours, 
Stockport 8-9.

The formal end to the season saw the first Annual General Meeting, held in YMCA Rooms on Mill 
Street on the 9th May 1927.  This meeting agreed a set of Rules for the Club and formalised the position 
of  Major Debenham as the first elected President. WJ Siggins and WE Whiston were elected captain 
and vice captain respectively. The first “Committee” had comprised Major Debenham as Chair with 
support from  the Rev. W S. Coad, Dr. Proudfoot and Dr. A. C. Gillies. For the second season of 
operation the new President was supported by an elected Executive Committee that comprised Rev. W. 
S. Coad, F. Hermann, E H Leah, J A Lees, W. J. Siggins and W.E.Whiston.

RUGBY “TAKES OFF” IN MACCLESFIELD 

To publicise the reintroduction of rugby and revive local interest after three decades of absence, W. E. 
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Whiston arranged a Charity game to raise funds for the General Infirmary. The game was played on the 
Congleton Road Ground on September 21st, 1927. The teams were; Mr. Charles H. Williams' County 
XV (which included Scottish and English internationals; A. C. Gillies and P. H. Davies, respectively) 
and W. Parlane's XV (who included  A. L. Gracie, a Scottish International). By happy coincidence 
Gilles would play for Macclesfield two years later whilst Davies, who would go on to play 48 times for 
Cheshire, returned to the Club some 30 years later as the principal guest at the Club's Annual Dinner.

Such was the take up of rugby in that first season the new Committee quickly identified the requirement
for a more permanent ground. Their search resulted in an agreement with Frank Eardley to lease a field 
off Congleton Road. A copy of that first agreement is below. This ground was the site of the current 
playing fields on Congleton Road but turned out to be for one season only. 

So successful was the re-introduction of Rugby football into Macclesfield that club membership 
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increased exponentially and it became realistic to consider fielding two teams each week, a lst XV and 
an A XV.  The first “A '' XV team actually played in November 1927 that season. The team was; J. 
Kirkwood, A. Moore, B. Smith, J. Harrison, R. Darlington, R. Bull, C. C. Arnold, G. Rowson, B 
Hargreaves, F McGowan, W. Snape, S Worthington, W. Geeson, R Parish and N. Pickford. These, along
with the first team and the Rev. W. S. Coad (a keen supporter and sometime referee), constituted the 
playing strength for that first season. 

And so, after one full season, an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) was called to elect officers for 
that second XV (see below). This expansion led to a search better facilities (the teams had been using 
the Macclesfield Baths on Green Street for changing and bathing).
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THE HENBURY YEARS

MOVE TO THE COCK INN

After only one year at Congleton Road the Club moved up to Henbury, the field opposite the Cock 
Hotel (Cock Inn) Henbury. The Cock Hotel provided useful and convenient social and meeting facilities
for the Club. A changing hut would be built on site to make the surrounds more permanent than to date.

Whilst the Club had been m existence for such a short time, its playing record for their first season was 
a creditable played 24, won 11, lost 12, drawn 1. The Club had also succeeded in acquiring a 
combination of forwards that gained a certain notoriety, in local Rugby circles, for their hard and 
fearless play. It was a formidable pack, which included E. L. Mucklow, a hard- working forward, A. C. 
Gillies, a Scottish international, who had played for Scotland throughout the previous season, C. J. 
Prescott, P J Ross,  W. E. Whiston, S. Taylor, a member of the King's School staff, (and who eventually 
a took charge of Rugby when the School changed over from Soccer in 1928), and B H. Davenport (who 
was better known in motor racing circles for his eccentric machine called the “Spider” with which he 
broke and held for many years the “Shelsey Walsh ''hill record).

The general utility man of the side was W. J. Siggins who played scrum-half, stand-off and full-back 
with equal facility.
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FUTURE UPDATE

The first club house and location plans

FIRST SEASON

In the season 1928-9 at their new ground the first team was strengthened by the inclusion of T. Hough 
and the “A”' team by G. P. Siggins (brother of W.J.) and J. H. Wood. The first team proved that on their 
day they were capable of giving any side a good game as underlined by their playing record, which 
was : played 26, won 22, lost 3, drawn 1, points for 346, against 95. Although not an easy assessment 
this playing record remained unchallenged in terms of success until well into the 1960s. It marked a 
splendid climax to W. J. Siggins' period of “start up” captaincy.

The accounts for that first season at Henbury, copy below, show that  £125 pounds of subscriptions 
were collected (equivalent to £6000 today) and that a “Club Hut” had been purchased for £71. And, 
whilst today we are familiar with paying to watch our teams play even then £11 was paid over in “Gate 
Money” whilst more than £6 was collected from players to cover “Bus Fares”. 
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THE CLUB’S FIRST INTERNATIONAL PLAYER

Having already contributed to the top level of the game from their early years, JW Thorp being 
President of the RFU back in the 1880s, Macclesfields first full cap International was to arrive during 
their early years of reforming. Having turned out for the Charles H. Williams County XV in the charity 
game arranged earlier the previous season (see previous section) Alexander ‘Sandy’ Gilles (a Scottish 
International of some repute) must have liked what he saw and  joined Macclesfield for season 1928-9. 

Gilles had received his Scottish debut in 1924 and kicked a  conversion (he was a No.8!) to help 
Scotland to their first ever Grand Slam. 

Gilles had left his Scottish club, Watsonians, when he went to work in England (he was a Doctor) and 
joined Manchester Rugby Club. Over the years 1924-7 Gilles won 12 Scottish caps, including that first 
Scottish Grand Slam. Sadly he was never “capped” during his time at Macclesfield. 

There is live film footage of Gilles playing for Scotland v. France. British Pathe have lodged a short clip
of the game on Youtube. The quality of the image makes it difficult to make out which one of the 
Scottish forwards is Gilles but he was a forward and they are the Scottish forwards.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZF2vqeeg2Q4

DEVELOPING A NEW TEAM 

Back in the day, a club would have a fixture secretary whose sole duty was to obtain fixtures. They had 
to rely on their own contacts with other clubs and that most often via postal communication rather than 
phone or text (see the Clubs own notification post card below). 

Eventually fixture “exchanges” were developed whereby clubs could “go into the pool” to pick up one-
off fixtures which might then become regular. Today (2021) most of the fixtures are scheduled by 
Leagues although there is a growing sense that the old-style fixture scheduling might have a place in the
future. 
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From the first printed fixture card we have available (1929-30) the Club were active from the start and 
quickly ran up an extensive fixture list. Given the amount of effort involved in creating  a wholly new  
fixture list this would have been no mean feat. And, for all their supportive words following the very 
first game, Davenport still felt that Macclesfield qualified only for a “B” fixture. Of historical interest, is
that Stockport were also fielding a fully fledged team in their own right. Today of course Stockport is 
the name of the club who were once called Davenport.

Will we ever know who or where “Mount Tabor” is/was? And the difficulties of a fixture secretary’s job
at that time are amply demonstrated in his success in obtaining a fixture with Sale “A” at Heywood 
Road but only their “XA” at home.
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And though the Second team were in practice a somewhat irregular team the fixture secretary managed 
to a put together a fairly decent fixture list for them containing many “names” familiar to us today. 
Although we presume that the College of Technology and the Dental College were both in Manchester.

The away fixture at Dominies is as intriguing as the first team’s game with Mount Tabor. Both names 
have a slightly Welsh chapel connotation?
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As befits the times, notification of team selection and confirmation was a much more drawn out process 
than today’s almost instant notification by Internet, there was a much more reliable and utilised postal 
system so selection was notified by card (see below), availability and acceptance was presumed! 
Although who the 1 ½ XV were is unclear.
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CHANGE AND CONTINUITY

When W. Siggins stood down as first team captain he was succeeded by another of the “originals”, C. J. 
Prescott, who was elected as Club captain for the following season. That season would see the entry of 
Kings School into the world of Macclesfield rugby with a full fixture list for the first time having only 
recently taken on rugby as a winter sport. This provided the prospect of a useful nursery for the Club 
who nominally had sufficient players for two teams but frequently were unable to field a full second 
team because of  late cry-offs or unplanned absence.

There being no age restrictions in those days the first intake from the School soon materialised. 
Debutants included;  N. Williams, John Nicholson, J. Hill and L. Dexter. Whilst several other 
experienced players also joined the club including : K. Maclean, C E. Cateaux, B. Heron, and Dr. 
Campbell. The incomers included the first known “transfer” between local rivals Wilmslow and 
Macclesfield. In this case it was D. Macara, who came from Wilmslow and would feature in the club’s 
successful years at Henbury.

One of the first Kings School intake, John Nicholson, is seen in the team photo for season 1929-30 
(below).  John Nicholson is standing on the left of the back row. John went on the play for the Club’s 
First and A XVs right up to the commencement of Second World War when he joined the Royal 
Marines. 
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A sole survivor of this photo (actually of this age) is the shirt that the club sported at that time. John 
gave his shirt to his granddaughter who subsequently gave it to her daughter (John’s great 
granddaughter) who is seen wearing it in the seventies, in the photo below. A different shade of blue 
from later shirts and despite the distortion of photography and wear and tear an indication of John’s 
relative “slightness” compared to the players of today.
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Not all of that early squad had the longevity of John Nicholson, some chose to find their playing 
fortunes elsewhere, one of these was T Hough, who moved initially to Broughton Park and then 
Wilmslow where he gained his Cheshire Cap, and playing for Cheshire for many years.

The season 1930-1 now with CJ Prescott captaining the club was slightly less successful than previous 
years but by the turn of the year both firsts and seconds had turned out quite regularly. The first team 
managing a respectable 9 wins in 16 whilst the seconds played one fewer games, winning 9 and drawing
one. It was felt that the fewer wins was down to a stronger fixture list and certainly over the full season 
the first team suffered only one heavy defeat (away at Waterloo “A” XV) and a galling defeat at 
Wilmslow otherwise they kept scores to one score difference. The second half of the season was most 
notable for the number games cancelled initially because of flooding and then hard grounds. 

Despite a slightly disappointing playing record the Club did manage to turn out two “second” teams on 
one weekend in February. One played the Dental College, Manchester (at Henbury) and the other 
played away at Ashton on Mersey. So good numbers were turning out although not quite enough for a 
regular for a third team. 

The captaincy for 1931-1932 season was taken over by P. J. Ross, a fast-moving forward of County 
standard, who excelled in the loose. Ross was aided as vice-captain by R Bull. Bull’s brother Vic would 
eventually captain and star for the Club over many seasons.
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New fixtures were obtained against Winnington Park and Prestwich. The “A'' team, captained by G. P. 
Siggins, had a particularly good season with victories over Wilmslow, Wilmington Park and the King's 
school lst XV. 

Throughout the six years in the life of the Club, other than the first, player numbers would continue to 
be an issue but not the main issue, that was the ground. Whilst insecurity of tenure had little effect on 
the playing strength eventually the Executive Committee decided it was essential, if the Club was to 
continue to grow, that a more permanent ground be found. It was felt that a move offering greter 
permancy and better facilities would help to retain and develop fixtures and provide a base from which 
to grow the club. 

FALLIBROOME – THE FIRST TIME
In 1932 fields on Lane End Farm, Fallibroome were identified as the best candidates and a lease was 
agreed. Lane End Farm stands opposite the current clubhouse (2021) on the other side of Alderley Road.
Many years later the club would move back onto the same fields and adopt the name Priory Park. 

FUTURE UPDATE

A NEW CLUB HUT based on the hut from Henbury. Little time was lost in erecting a hut for changing. 
This was soon followed by an extension which provided baths and hot water.

<<article of the club hut>>>>

ANOTHER SEASON ANOTHER GROUND

Sir C. D. Macara, Bt., was appointed captain for 1932-1933 and the Executive Committee saw a 
significant changing of the guard as K. Maclean took over as Honorary Secretary (from H. O. Kemp, 
who had served for the previous four years). Harold Siggins became the Honorary Treasurer (replacing 
G. Howe who had been Treasurer since the club's inception). G. P. Siggins and J. H. Wood jointly took 
over the position of Team Secretary from W. E. Whiston, who had been Team and Fixture Secretary 
from the beginning. 

An indication of the “size” of the Club at this time is given by the following membership card which 43 
names, although some of these were officials and older members. It is pertinent to note how many of 
these names occur in preceding sections of this history and indeed in later sections. Macclesfield has 
always been a Club that “keeps its own”.
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The finances of the Club were not in a good place because of the expense incurred in the buying, 
erecting and extending the new Clubhouse but subscriptions remained at one guinea as paid by a young 
Charles Bentley (see below), another who would serve the club in many capacities, including President, 
for many years into the future.
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The social side of the Club began here as funds were raised by holding dances which proved very 
popular. However, the dances and other fund raising activities would take a long time to clear the debts.

Towards the end of that season the Club had one of their best victories to date, beating a strong Waterloo
“A '' team by 15 points to nil, a game in which Jack Hill played a starring role as a defensive full-back, 
and Vic Bull excelled with his goalkicking. Vic Bull, after seven years' service, was the only member of 
the original team left playing and would continue to give “master classes” in touch line kicking much to 
the relief of his forwards. Such was Bull’s affinity with the forwards when J Hill took over kicking 
duties Bull played on for several more years, but as a forward!

For season 1933-4 J. H. Wood, a four year “veteran” of the first XV was elected Captain with J Hill as 
his Vice Captain, positions they would hold for four seasons. And in January, 1934, I. R. Proctor, who 
was destined to play a large part in the future of the Club, made his debut in one of the local derby 
games with Congleton and scored the only try of the match. 

The Club were now enjoying more playing success and playing membership was running at about 50. 
This emerging strength in depth of playing resources owed much to T. T. Shaw, Headmaster of King's 
School, who had done so much to raise the profile and standard of rugby at the  School, thereby 
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facilitating a useful stream of new players for the Club.

That 1933-4 team (photo above) included Edward Warrington who was to lose his life in the Second 
World War whilst flying in India (see Chapter, In Memorium -MRUFC’s Fallen).

FIRST EVER SILVERWARE

At this time the lst XV was a remarkably young side, the average age being about 21. The former school
contingent included G. A. Frith (an ex-lst XV captain) and R. C. Fox, a 15 stone, 10.5 sec. forward, who
would go on to be recognised as one of the best forwards in Cheshire. Probably the greatest find was Ian
Proctor who was at Lecds University before settling in Macclesfield. 

The strong school contingent probably accounted for the unusually large contingent of Kings School 
staff representing the Club, most notably J. S. Heap, W. S. Logan, S. R. Jones, (Selwyn Jones – the first 
team hooker' for many years) and M. L. Harvey, a scrum-half with a prodigious and accurate pass. 

It was during this “the J. H. Wood era'' that the Club successfully entered the Crewe Seven-a-side 
Tournament, organised by the Crewe and Nantwich Club for three consecutive seasons. This feat was 
commemorated on a cigarette card produced by Ardath Tobacco. 
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In the first year 12 clubs from five counties took part, including Chester, Wrexham, Bowdon, Stoke-on-
Trent and Old Birkonians. Much to the surprise of the Club they defeated the crack Stoke-on- Trent 
team in the final after eliminating Winnington Park in the semi-final. The Stoke side consisted of six 
county players and an Oxford Blue. 

The following year Macclesfield repeated their previous success and became the first side to win the 
tournament in successive years. In these two tournaments it was R. C. Fox and I. R. Proctor who did 
nearly all the scoring. In the third, in 1937-1938 season, hopes ran high of being able to perform the 
“hat trick”, but such hopes were quickly dashed in the first round when the Club were in the lead and 
taking it “easy” against Wrexham who proceeded to score a try in the last minute of the game. Those 
who took part in these games were :J. Hill, J. H. Wood, N. Williams, R. C, Fox, I. R. Proctor, R. J. 
Sutton, L. N. Corbishley, F. W. Ledgar, P. Growths, D. Eccleston, V. Bull, G. Stephens. 

A. A. Arnold, another member of the King's School staff, joined the Club at this time and not since the 
days of W. J. Siggins had Macclesfield had such a versatile player. Full-back, three-quarter and forward 
were all within his scope.
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THREE TEAMS – THREE WINS

Now for the first time in the history of the Club, three teams were fielded on a regular basis. This 
achievement was eventually celebrated with three wins on the same day. The lst XV defeated  Sedgeley 
Park; the “A '' team the King's School lst XV and the third team, known as the “old  crocks”, beat the 
Kings School “A'' XV. 

The lst XV forwards, led by B. Heron, with Fox, Jones, Logan, Sutton, Barrington, Bull and G. P. 
Siggins, were in many ways comparable to their  predecessors, though perhaps not quite so robust, 
although when the occasion required “'they could be most useful”. G. P. Siggins, operating at wing-
forward, with his “terrier-like '' harassing and spoiling tactics, more than compensated for his lightness 
in the heavy and fast moving pack.

lan Proctor took over the captaincy in 1937-1938 season, and the Club bolstered this young side with 
such as  E. G. L. Mark, a Warwickshire County three-quarter ; G. Stephens, who played for the R.A.F. ; 
T. F. Robinson, a six-foot plus forward and an ex-Kendal player, who not only excelled in the line-
outsbut also provided high quality goal-kicking. Others to join were D. Eccleston, P. Gibbs, E. Fairhurst,
P. E. Hambleton, G. Dakin, H. Curry, J. E. Malins (another six-foot forward) and A. G. Brown, all from 
the King's School. 

All this young blood enabled Moore, the oldest player in the team, to retire at the end of the 1938 
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season. His retirement was actually only partial as he went on to give his efforts to keeping the “A '' 
team together, along with G. A. Frith,  F. A. Guildford, J. Brazier, J. F. Nicholson and F. R. Mason, who 
formed the nucleus of a flourishing “A '' XV. It is sad to note that J. Brazier eventually graduated to 
become a 1st XV regular by the time the Second World War caused a break in regular rugby but he never
returned to play as he died in the initial action around Caen following the D Day landings.

The quality of the 1st XV meant that no less than five players had County trials although none of them 
made it to the full County side. The back division of H. Curry, full-back, N. Williams, A. A. Arnold, J. 
H. Wood, I. R. Proctor, three-quarters, A. Davies and L. N. Corbishley, half-backs, compared favourably
with any in Junior Rugby at that time.

Proctor, on the wing, using an orthodox but efficient hand-off, was very difficult to tackle and was a 
prolific scorer. When playing in the centre his devastating side- step at full speed brought him many 
tries. In the 1937-8 season he scored nearly half the side's points.

N. Williams, on the other wing, was a valuable three-quarter, and when the occasion arose could use the 
short kick ahead with a fast follow up to great advantage. J. H. Wood, in the centre, was a strong 
attacking player, running straight and hard he also used his “famous'' hand-off to great effect and 
combined it with an impregnable defence.  The team for 1937-8 season is as below.. 
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FIRST CHARITY MATCH

The record for the season was; played 22, won 16, lost 5, drawn 1. A better than satisfactory playing 
season was closed with a grand charity match at the home of Macclesfield Town Football Club, the 
Moss Rose. Teams representing Macclesfield and district and Manchester and district played to raise 
funds for the local Nurses' Home. 

Perhaps because it was a representative game and maybe because it gained a bigger audience than 
normal (being at the Moss Rose ground) but for whatever reason the game was generally considered and
reported to be one of the best exhibitions of rugby seen in Macclesfield. Procter, who had broken a 
collar-bone in the local derby match against Wilmslow, was unable to play but the Macclesfield three 
quarters were all local players; H. Curry, L. N. Corbisbley, A. A. Arnold, E. G. L. Mark and J. H. Wood. 
Whilst their forwards contained a healthy Macclesfield contingent ; R. C. Fox, F. E. Hambleton, D. 
Eccleston, T. F. Robinson. The closely contested game resulted in a narrow win for Manchester, 27 
points to 23.

By the close of the season Vic Bull, who had played for 12 years, entered the record books for his 
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durability in having played three consecutive years without missing a match. The Club’s playing 
successes continued until the early years of the War albeit with the assistance of Service personnel  
stationed locally. Under the captaincy of GP Siggins games were organised until the end of 1940. 

MACCLESFIELD RUFC AT MACCLESFIELD TOWN FC

On the 1st May 1940 rugby was played at the Moss Rose (home of Macclesfield Town FC) for the first 
time. The match between a Macclesfield XV and an East Cheshire XV was played to raise funds for the 
Mayors War Comforts Fund. The programme Editorial expresses a desire "to make the Macclesfield 
Club better known to our own townspeople" and  catered for non-rugby spectators by giving an outline 
of scoring in rugby. The Macclesfield XV contained seven of the 1938-9 Macclesfield team as well as  
Des Pastore whose brother, Eric, would later feature strongly in the clubs administration particularly 
selection. 

THE WAR YEARS

Although no scheduled  rugby was played after 1940 there were games played to provide relief from the
stresses of wartime. One such was a Macclesfield XV v. 81st Regiment R.A. XV played on 21st March 
1942, again at the Moss Rose. By now the disruption of war meant that the Macclesfield XV contained 
significantly fewer Maxonians but amongst them were a schoolboy (Kings School) Stan Taylor who 
would later play many times for the club and  AA Arnold and GP Siggins, 
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IN MEMORIUM – MRUFC’s FALLEN
For many years after the war it was recorded that of the 50 playing members registered with the Club 
pre-war 12 members gave their lives for the cause. These were recorded in the annual fixture card under
Roll of Honour. Sadly, subsequent research added a further name to the list and in 2016 Harry Carlisle 
produced the following biographies. At that time the Club was able to re-instate the Board of Honour 
which had been “lost” in the move from London Road to Tytherington. The re-instatement was wholly 
due to the generosity of Michael Jones.

F. BLOSS. 

1016941, Sergeant, Fred Bloss,160th Squadron, Royal Air Force, Volunteer Reserve. Born in 1913 son 
of bricklayer, Frederick James and Emily (nee Henshaw) Bloss, Macclesfield, Cheshire. (Frederick 
James emigrated to the U.S.A). In 1939 Fred was resident with the Henshaw household. Died 22nd 
September 1943, aged 29 years. Commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, Kranji, Singapore. C.W.G.
C. Ref: - Column 425, and on the Park Green War Memorial, Macclesfield.

Singapore Memorial, Kranji, Singapore.                                                                    Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

J. B. BRAZIER.

93416, Major, John Bishop Brazier, 243rd Battery, 116th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Born 8th July 1913, son of architect and surveyor, Frederick Henry and Margaret (nee Bishop) Brazier, 
7, Albert Road, Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire. His sister, Joan Margaret was born on 6th January 1911.

Page 37



John married Rosetta Freda Miller, in the first quarter of 1941, registered at Macclesfield; they lived at 
Hale, Cheshire. Before joining the forces, John was the General Manager for Messrs W. Frost and Sons 
Ltd, Park Green Mills, Macclesfield. He was well known locally, and was a playing member of 
Macclesfield Rugby Club.

John was killed in action at Caen, France, 7th August 1944, aged 31 years. Major, John Bishop Brazier is
buried at Fontenay- Le- Pesnel War Cemetery, Tessel, Calvados, France. C.W.G.C. Ref: - I. B. 15, and 
commemorated on the Hale War Memorial, Hale, Cheshire.

Fontenay-Le-Pesnel War Cemetery, Tessel, Calvados, France.                                   Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

N. BROCKLEHURST.

141687, Flying Officer Navigator, Norman Brocklehurst, 161st Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve.

Born in 1922 son of pork butcher, Norman and Florence Brocklehurst, Waldron Road, Macclesfield. 
The butcher’s shop business was in Chestergate. Young Norman was an old boy of King’s School, and 
was a keen sportsman, playing cricket for Macclesfield and Maxonians and Rugby for Macclesfield. He 
was employed as a committee clerk in the Town Clerk’s Department.

He joined the R.A.F. in 1942 and received his training in South Africa, where he qualified as a 
navigator. He was posted to Coastal Command, and for a time saw service at Gibraltar. He was killed 
during a training exercise in a Hudson FK 767, near Arlesey, Bedfordshire, at 22.00 hours on the 28th 
March 1944, he was aged 22 years. It was only a few months previous that he became engaged to Miss 
Margaret Brown, younger daughter of Mr and Mrs A, Brown, of 26, Northgate, Avenue, Macclesfield.
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Buried at Macclesfield Cemetery, Cheshire. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Plot Z, Grave 18501. Commemorated on 
the Park Green War Memorial, Macclesfield.

Macclesfield Cemetery, Cheshire.

P. GIBBS.

324293, 2nd Lieutenant, Peter Gibbs, Hampshire Regiment. Born in 1915 at Macclesfield, son of Madge 
and Captain, Thomas Charles Gibbs, M. C.   Upton Grange, Macclesfield.  Captain Thomas Charles 
Gibbs was killed during the 1914-18 war. The family sadness would start with Peter’s father who 
received the fMilitary Cross and died in  the 1914-18 war.                             

Peter himself was educated at Oundle. He was a prominent member of the Prestbury Cricket Club and 
was a keen Rugby football player. He married Marjorie Atkinson, of Middleton St. George, County 
Durham in 1943. They had a baby daughter. 

Peter was killed in action, 23rd November 1944, he was aged 29 years. His widow was now resident at 
Harrow, Middlesex.

2nd Lieutenant, Peter Gibbs is buried at Brunssum War Cemetery, Limburg, Netherlands. C.W.G.C. Ref: 
- I. 11. Commemorated on Park Green War Memorial, Macclesfield.
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 Brunssum War Cemetery, Limburg, Netherlands.                                                 Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

P. HARRISON.

942528, Sergeant, Peter Harrison, 233rd Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Born in 1917, son of corn traveller, John Adshead and Sybil Gerlach (nee Dobbs) Harrison, Croft 
Cottage, Sutton Lane Ends, Macclesfield. John Adshead Harrison was a (T) 2nd Lieutenant in WW1, in 
the Machine Gun Corps, he was killed in action, 12/04/1918, in France, aged 28 years. His widow 
moved to Tytherington, Macclesfield. Peter had a sister, Doreen, born in 1915. Peter was killed on 17 th 
February 1942, aged 24 years.
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Sergeant Peter Harrison has no known resting place and he is commemorated on the Runnymede 
Memorial, Surrey. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Panel 85.

Runnymede Memorial, Surrey.                                                                                   Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

C. HYDE.

148788, Pilot, Charles Hyde, 150th Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Born in 1913, son of Charles and Martha (nee, Bailey) Hyde, Macclesfield. Charles married Margaret 
Gaskell in the first quarter of 1939, registered at Macclesfield; they lived at “Windicroft”, Ivy Lane, 
Macclesfield. Died 31st December 1944, aged 31 years.

Buried at Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany, C.W.G.C. Ref: - 22. E. 1 
-4. Commemorated on the Park Green War Memorial, Macclesfield.

Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Nordrhein- Westfalen, Germany.                     Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C
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D. JENNISON.  M C.

278672, Lieutenant, Henry David Jennison, M C, 13th/18th Royal Hussars, Royal Armoured Corp.    

Born in 1923 at Manchester, son of John and Lilanena (nee Mould) Jennison, later to live at Greysteads,
Upton, Macclesfield. Henry was educated at Beech Hall and Worksop College. Besides being Captain 
of the College he also captained the rugger and cricket team, both of whom were successful under his 
leadership.

Macclesfield Cricket and Rugby Clubs counted him among their most promising first team players.        
On leaving College he joined the O.C.T.U. and later proceeded to Sandhurst where he graduated with 
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. Six weeks later he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, being posted to 
the 13th/18th Hussars and going to France on D Day with the Royal Armoured Corps. 

He was awarded the Military Cross for outstanding a military action. The citation for his award stated 
that he was the leader of a troop of tanks engaged in hazardous and important operations at Mont Pincon
in August 1944, and added: - “The very high standard of leadership displayed by this officer and his 

determination to carry out his task, was largely responsible for the success of the attack and the 

maintenance of the objective where he was subjected to heavy and continuous shell fire” 

Henry was killed in action on Friday, 1 September 1944, aged 21 years. A letter from his Commanding 

Officers states:“He was killed outright when his tank was hit at close range. His men buried him, and I 
think you would like to know that when we visit the spot the next day, after the battle, we found it a mass
of flowers, and being tended by the French”.

Lieutenant, Henry David Jennison, M C. is buried at London Cemetery and Extension, Longueval, 
Somme, France. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Plot 13 Row G. Grave 15. Commemorated on the Park Green War 
Memorial, Macclesfield.
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London Road Cemetery Extension, Longueval, Somme, France.                                          Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

O. PARKER.

1027564, Pilot Sergeant, Oswald Parker, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Born in Newcastle-on-Tyne, and educated at the Royal Grammar School there, he then proceeded with a
History Scholarship at Balliol College, Oxford, where he carried off high academic honours in the 
College and University: he was a useful athlete, captained his College at Rugby Football. He came to 
Macclesfield in September 1936 and took up the position of History Master at King’s School. 

Oswald married Marianne L. Hummel in the third quarter of 1939, registered at Macclesfield. They 
were resident at 178, Chester Road, Macclesfield. He was described as a stimulating teacher and an 
enthusiast for his subject; he threw himself wholeheartedly into many sides of school activity. He also 
played many times for Macclesfield R.U.F.C. Oswald left King’s in 1941 to join the R.A.F. as a pilot. 
He had almost completed his training as a flying instructor, having received his wings when he was 
killed in a flying accident in Canada.

Killed on 7th August 1942.

Buried at Sherwood Cemetery, Prince Edward Island, Canada. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Air Force Section, 
Grave 17.

Commemorated on the Park Green, War Memorial, Macclesfield..
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 Sherwood Cemetery, Prince Edward Island, Canada.                                                 Photo courtesy C.W.G.C. 

JACK SMITH ROWSON.

Sub-Lieutenant (A), Jack Smith Rowson, H.M.S. “Goshawk” Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.

Born in 1917, son of Herbert and Sarah Ellen Rowson.

The report in the Macclesfield Courier states: Mr Jack Rowson a well-known Macclesfield man serving 
in the Fleet Air Arm, has been reported missing. It is understood the announcement was made after the 
vessel in which he was going abroad for war service was sunk.

Mr Rowson, who was a playing member of Macclesfield Rugby Club, joined the Service in August, 
1940, and was last on leave in Macclesfield at Christmas. He was educated at King’s School and 
formerly lived in Byrons Lane.

His father now resides at Oakamoor, and his sister Miss Rowson, is living at “Fern Bank”, London 
Road, Macclesfield.

Jack was en-route as a passenger, aboard S.S. “Almeda” to join the RNAS at Piarco, Trinidad, when the 
ship was torpedoed 350 miles west of the island of Lewis in the Hebrides, on the 17th January 1941. The
German submarine was U-96, Captain, Heinrich Lehmann-Willenbrock.  All 360 lives were lost, no 
survivors. Jack was 24 years of age.

Sub-Lieutenant, Jack Smith Rowson has no known resting place and he is commemorated on the Lee-
on-Solent Memorial, Hampshire. C.W.G.C.  Ref: - Bay 2 Panel 7.
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Lee- on- Solent Memorial, Hampshire.                                               Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

H. SLINGSBY.

4128858, Sergeant, Harry Turner Slingsby, 5th Battalion, Cheshire Regiment.

Born in 1916, only son of the late Thomas Coningsby Slingsby and Mrs Edith Monteith, of Leyburn 
Avenue, Norbreck, Blackpool. Harry was educated at King’s School and he joined the Territorials about 
two years before the outbreak of hostilities. His father Mr T.C. Slingsby was principle of Messrs T. 
Slingsby and Co, silk throwster, Sutton Mill and his grandfather was the late Mr Harry Turner, J. P. 
Harry was an assistant general manager of Messrs W. Frost and Sons Ltd, Park Green Mills, this was a 
second blow within 12 months to the Company, because in August 1944, their general manager, Captain
J. B. Brazier was killed in France. John Brazier was also well-known locally, and was a playing member
of Macclesfield Rugby Club.

The fatality to Harry occurred near Talybont, in the Conway Valley. An Instructor, Sergeant Slingsby 
was in charge of a mortar party engaged in a firing exercise. The first shell fired normally but the 
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second exploded in the mortar barrel, with Sergeant Slingsby and three other soldiers were killed, 27 th 
September 1945, he was aged 29 years. At the inquest the officer in charge said Sergeant Slingsby had 
taken all the usual safety precautions but the shells were not inspected beforehand.

The funeral of Sergeant, Harry Turner Slingsby, to place with full military honours at Holyhead.

Sergeant, Harry Turner Slingsby is buried at Holyhead (Maeshyfryd) Burial Board Cemetery, Anglesey. 
C.W.G.C. Ref: - Sec 3. Grave  312.

                                                                                                  Courtesy of C.W.G.C.

G. H. STEPHENS.

Flying Officer, 37895, George Herbert Stephens, Royal Air Force.

Born in 1916, son of Revd. Alfred Thomas Fearon Stephens, M. A. and Agnes Maud Stephens, 
Gawsworth Vicarage, Gawsworth. On his retirement in 1945 the Rev’d, and his wife moved to 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. In the Gawsworth Church there is a stained glass window in honour 
and memory of Flt Lieut George Herbert Stephens.

He was killed 2nd June 1940, aged 24 years.

Flight Lieutenant, George Herbert Stephens has no known resting place and he is commemorated on the
Runnymede Memorial, Surrey. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Panel 6.

Page 46



Commemorated on the Gawsworth War Memorial, Cheshire.

                                                         

   The inscription reads.

To the Glory of God and in memory of

Flt Lieut George Herbert Stephens. RAF

Who lost his life June 2nd 1940

One of the few to whom the many owe so much

R. J. SUTTON.

Lieutenant, Richard John Sutton, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M. Submarine “Regent”.

Born 10th August 1916, son of clerk and master at Manchester Royal Exchange, Joseph Hayward and 
Elizabeth Sutton, Bollington, Macclesfield. They had a daughter, Mary Hayward, on the 1911 census.

Richard married Rowena Mary Bamford in the first quarter of 1941, registered at Macclesfield. Before 
joining up Richard worked as a textile representative. Death recorded as 1st May 1943, aged 26 years.
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Naval report.

Mediterranean; Mid/Late April 1943, “REGENT” on patrol in the strait of Otranto may have attacked a 
small convoy near Bari, Italy on the 18th, but there was no response from the convoy escorts. She failed 
to return to Beirut at the end of the month and was presumed lost on mines in her patrol area.

Richard has no known resting place and he is commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial, 
Hampshire. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Panel 80. Column 1.

Commemorated on the Bollington War Memorial, Cheshire.

Report in Macclesfield Courier and Herald;
Mrs Rowena Sutton, of 118, Palmerston Street has received news from the Admiralty that her husband, 
Lieutenant J. Sutton RNVR, is presumed drowned, owing to the fact that his submarine is long overdue. 
Lieutenant Sutton is the younger son of Councillor and Mrs Joseph Sutton, Bollington Road.

Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Hampshire.                                                               Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

E. WARRINGTON                                                      

183794, Flying Officer, Edward Gordon  Warrington, 117th   Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve. 
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Born in 1915, only son of butcher, Arthur Eardley and Rosaline  Marie Warrington, living at 189, Bond 
Street, Macclesfield in 1911, with their daughter, Phyllis. They later moved to “Green                              
Hedges” Blakelow Road, Macclesfield. Edward was educated at King’s School and Denstone College.   
Edward married Mary Birchenough in the first quarter of 1940, registered at Macclesfield. He joined the
R.A.F. in 1941,  and trained for two years in Rhodesia, before being posted to India. He lost his life as a 
result of air operations in India.

Edward died 17th February 1945, aged 29 years, he left a widow with two infant sons, they were then 
resident at “Sunnycroft Cottage”, Cottage Lane, Macclesfield. One sad note was Edward’s father, who 
was now living at Over, near Winsford, died exactly one week later, 24 th February 1945, His Will, was 
Administered by his widow and daughter Phyllis. Effects: £11,699.5s.9d. 

Flying Officer, Edward Gordon Warrington has no known resting place and he is commemorated on the 
Singapore Memorial, Kranji, Singapore. C.W.G.C. Ref: - Column 448. Commemorated on Park Green 
War Memorial, Macclesfield.

Singapore Memorial, Kranji, Singapore.                                                                               Photo courtesy of C.W.G.C.

FUTURE UPDATE

Article re. Honour Board
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AFTER THE WAR

ONE THAT GOT AWAY

Sad as these circumstances were there was a small chink of light in the person of Peter Welch as 
described in the following short biography obtained from the Macclesfield Courier

PETER BERNARD WELCH.

Flying Officer, Peter Bernard Welch, eldest son of Mr and Mrs  W. Welch, of Leighton House, Fence 
Avenue, Macclesfield, who  has been reported missing, is now known to have landed by                          
parachute.

                                                 

The information is contained in a letter which Mr and Mrs Welch  have received from his Squadron-
leader. F. O. Welch was seen to walk away from the point at which he landed.

A later report in the Macclesfield Courier covers the repatriation of ‘Prisoner of war’ at the cessation of 
the war. Flying Officer P. B. Welch’s name was included in that report.

After the war Peter would return to the Club and was instrumental in developing the post-War club 
eventually becoming the team Secretary and then Club Secretary.
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FUTURE UPDATE

Plaque Burma Star story for Bert Ashley involvement in war. Interesting Mike Welch, brother of Peter, 
would serve with Bert as a selector of teams through the seventies. They with Eric Pastore became 
known as the three…… and the Lounge was frequently referred to as their personal fiefdom.

POST WAR RESTART

The six year hiatus in rugby club activities resulting from the War came to an end in 1946.When 
hostilities ended former members of the Club, which included W. E. Whiston, C. J. Prescott, J. H. 
Wood, G. P. Siggins, A. A. Arnold, L. N. Corbishley, I. R. Proctor, M. L.Harvey and T. F. Robinson, met
to discuss the prospects of reviving the Club. Despite having lost about a quarter of the players to 
hostilities and many more to prosaic aging the prospects were considered favourable. The members 
present at this meeting decided lo assume the duties of a self-appointed committee, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. W. E. Whiston, with A. A.Arnold Honorary Secretary. H. Siggins undertook his 
former task of Treasurer and G. A. Frith his of Fixture Secretary. 

The financial position was not healthy. The overdraft which had been involved in the purchase of the 
Clubhouse had to be cleared, as well as the additional cost entailed in repairing the Clubhouse, which 
had received extensive damage by vandalism and storms. The process by which the Club restarted is 
well documented in a Management Meeting Minute Book that survives. What follows is a precis of that 
book,  the Management Committee Meeting minutes from May 1946 to July 1947
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The first entry documents the meeting on Thursday May 8th 1946, at the home of W E Whiston, at 
which the Committee was formed  and  set about finding a team, a pitch and funds.

This “Committee” included Ian Proctor who had been first team captain in the last full season before the
war and would go on to captain the club through to 1952. Today “sporting legend” is a title easily 
bestowed, Ian Proctor was a real “legend” of Macclesfield RUFC.

The new Committee agreed to start with only one team and to make enquiries as to the availability of 
grounds at Fallibroome where the club had played pre-War. Usefully the “club hut” was still on site but 
had sustained a fair amount of damage over the six years of non-use. From original design drawings we 
can see that space was limited. The whole building was about 9 x 3m and the away changing area about 
2.5m wide, the home area being about twice that size. The “comfortable welcome to visiting sides 
extended to asking them to get to their changing room via the home team changing room.

Two weeks later they met again to review progress. Without the benefit of t'internet or anti-social media 
it was necessary to undertake these reviews face to face so the Bate Hall Hotel became the natural 
meeting place. The meeting minutes show that many of the meetings closed after 10:30pm, we can only 
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presume that Hotel licensing hours were different to public houses?

The first progress update was a bit of a curates egg with equal measures of good and bad news. W 
Dobson Chapman reported that the “club hut” was essentially sound but to be usable would require 
about £130 of repair work. Today this might be the loose change in Pete Ords pocket but the club had 
“survived” the War years with an overdraft of £217 (nearly a quarter of which was unsecured i.e debts). 
Alongside this it was  estimated that one team's running costs would be about £25. 

The sole source of income being the annual subscription, a guinea (£1-05 in today's coin) which was a 
carry over from the last pre-War season. So finding £130 in post war Britain was a challenge 
recognisable by today's Committee who are trying to keep the rugby club viable without any rugby 
being played and without a steady source of income from club members. The answer then was “lets 
appeal to the best instincts of the Vice Presidents who have survived the War”. There are many ex-
Committee men alive today who recognise this particular form of “once in a lifetime” appeal for funds, 
an appeal that end all appeals such that it will never be repeated.....too often or in the immediate future! 
In a more innovative development it was agreed to hold A Dance, to raise funds.
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By the next meeting (one week later!) details for the Dance were agreed – date, location and format and 
the long established link between Club and Kings was leant on. The Kings School rugby team were to 
be asked to organise a dance at the School with proceeds to go to the Rugby Club. So even the infamous
“Colts Discos” of the Seventies and Eighties were not unprecedented! Other long standing links were 
also being “played” when it was revealed that informal discussions had been had with the Cricket Club 
with respect to the possibility of playing at Victoria Road.

It was at this meeting that the Club took its next big step to returning to rugby when the Secretary was 
instructed to inform the Rugby Football Union (RFU) and Cheshire RugbyUnion that the club were 
reforming. Alongside this instruction plans were made to advertise for “interested parties” (players and 
supporters) to attend a prospective players meeting to be held at Kings School. This meeting would be 
an open invite to all current Kings School players. 

Progress on the playing side was relatively cheap at this stage, progress on the necessary playing 
facilities required cash and materials up front. So it was useful that someone had identified a source of 
wood and wooden chairs that could be used for repair and use within the “club hut”. The Committee 
were informed that the initial outlay, £13, could be covered (or at least £9 of it) by selling off any 
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unused wood.  The other significant item of expenditure was shirts, an item made more difficult by 
rationing that was still in full force. The Secretary was instructed to approach the local Assistance Board
(a form of Benefits Board) to see if coupons could be used for  kit allocations.

At the next meeting, July 3rd,  the Committee agreed to seek tenders for essential repairs on the hut but 
limit the work (and the costs) to what club members could do. So club members volunteering to 
maintain club facilities, much in evidence these past two years is actually a long standing tradition. 
Meanwhile the search for new monies was reported to be progressing well. Just over £100 had been 
received from about 50 donors with many more promises arriving weekly. This success of this initiative 
can be gauged by restating these numbers in todays figures. The average donation was equal to twice 
the annual subscription, today that would be something like £200. And over half the membership had 
actually put up this donation. On that happy note and following nine weeks of intense “restart” activity 
the Committee took a well earned Summer break. 

The first meeting following the break, 16th Sept, heard that The Dance contributed about £110 to club 
funds. Interestingly the draw contributed about £90 and the Bar about £20, today that might be 
considered unprecedented! With a ground agreement to be signed off and hut the hut finally ready for 
repairs to commence it was time to discuss fixtures and importantly travelling arrangements for away 
games. It was finally accepted that private cars would be used as taxis etc incurred “prohibitive costs”! 
And in the final act of preparing to play again the Secretary was instructed to contact the Referees 
Society re. The availability of referees. 

In further recognition of post-War austerity the annual subscription was reduced from a guinea to £1 (a 
saving of 5p children) and the Vice Captain directed to collect a shilling per player per game to cover 
expenses. Oh how short lived was the saving of 5p (one shilling) on annual subscriptions.

So Macclesfield who have never been “high rollers”, at least not off the pitch, but it was noted that the 
President provided the coupons for jerseys, you might wonder how he had these? And you might 
wonder why the Club applied for a licence to sell liquor in the hours of 12-2 Sundays and 2-10 all other 
days when they were only playing one game a week at best? It was probably a foible of the licencing as 
it was in those times.

On the 9th Dec the Committee called an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) at the George Hotel, this
was effectively to transfer management from the original group of like-minded enthusiasts to a formal 
Club Committee. There were about 30 people present to hear that club had made a success ful start to 
the season, that the finances were in “rude health”. The meeting were invited, for the first time since 
“restart” to elect a Committee which for this season only would include the Selection Committee. The 
Annual General Meting was scheduled for June the following year.

Page 55



The next Management meeting was the AGM, on 4th June, clearly the “restart” group had done a 
wonderful job is “restarting” the club which allowed for an extremely “light touch” to be exercised by 
the elected Committee. Such were the finances that a number of guarantors were released from “their 
burden” and it was agreed to carry out regular match day collections in support of funds. This begs a 
question of just how many spectators were attending home games, we will never know but it must have 
been quite a few to make a “bucket” collection worthwhile. But at a later meeting, preceding the start of
a new season the Committee agreed to order 250 fixture cards, whilst running only two teams so support
off the field was obviously quite substantial.

Importantly the Club Rules were amended and formalised as the meeting accepted a new Rule Book 
containing all of seven Rules. Rule number 1. The  Club should be referred to as Macclesfield Rugby 
Union Football Club. I presume that previously they had been simply Macclesfield. 
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The new Rules mandated that the Selection Committee meet not later than Monday evening each week 
and comprise two non players as Chair and Vice, 1st team captain and vice-captain with the facility to 
co-opt the 2nd XV Captain (albeit they were not a regular team at that time) and up to four other 
members (of whom at least two should be players). So potentially nine people selecting a team of fifteen
players, it might explain why the club applied for the extended weekday hours on its licence!

On what must have been a long and arduous meeting the last minute, in ink notes that the meeting 
closed at 10:45pm. Tellingly the Secretary had added his own note in pencil “as the beer had finished 
and the Sec had writing cramp.”. Few things are unprecedented! 

In the effort to raise funds a dance was held to try to clear a portion of the overdraft; this was a big 
success raising just over £100. The “off-field” effort here was largely credited to Mrs Gilles  and Mrs. 
Shelmerdine, showing that the community / family ethos of the Club had survived the War. 

POST-WAR RE-COMMENCEMENT  SEASON  1946-7

G. P. Siggins and J. H. Wood, who had pre-war given valuable service for many years as Honorary 
Team Secretaries, retired from that position and continued to give their support in the revival.

To the future playing strength only I. R. Proctor, F. E. Hambleton, L. N. Corbishley, A. Davies, G. 
Dakin, A. G. Brown, T. F. Robinson, F. R. Mason, A. Musselwhte and C. Davies were available from 
the pre-war years, the remainder having retired from playing or left the district.It was decided to run one
team for this season. Ian. Proctor was appointed captain, F. E. Hambleton replaced L. N. Corbishley as 
vice-captain, whose playing activities were unfortunately cut short. N. Williams took over the Honorary 
Secretary position and the fixture list, compiled by A. A. Arnold, included nearly all the old rivals.

On the administrative side the President's efforts and interests were beginning to take effect. Support for
the Club was indicated by the increase in Vice-Presidents and some spectators. One of them was Mr. W. 
Higson, whose son, C. Higson, played before the war,. In 1946 Higson senior continued to give support 
to the Club  as he had done since 1926. In those days, wet or fine, he was invariably seen in the capacity
of touch judge and on  occasion the solitary supporter.

This first season back was quite successful from a playing point of view so that when Manchester 
YMCA were beaten at the start of January it was their tenth successive win scoring 165 points whilst 
conceding only 21. Inevitably the Brown and Proctor led the way scoring freely. 

There then followed a long break in the season as a big freeze set in and grounds remained too hard to 
play on. At the end of March as the country began to return to normal the Club chose to celebrate the 
season’s restart with a Select Game. The game was nominally between Macclesfield and Winnington 
Park but both sides  selected a number of players from senior clubs, many with representative honours. 
The game was played at the Fallibroome ground and despite a gritty forward performance featuring 
Macclesfields own Proctor, Winnington Park ran out winners on the day.

The end of season featured a first ever entry into the Manchester Sevens.
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FUTURE UPDATE

Will cover; 1947-8 season, Macclesfield Rugby Club  annual Ball at Town Hall

ALL CHANGE AGAIN

The usual end of season Committee changes saw some seismic changes as Mr.W. E. Whiston stood 
down as Chairman having served the Club continuously since the 1926 restart! He didn’t hang up his 
boots however as he  continued to referee. Mr. G. Proctor succeeded him as Chairman, Mr. C. S. Yates, 
Vice-chairman, and A G Brown vice-captain of the lst XV. 

But the biggest change was probably on-field or more accurately the lack of field! After a satisfactory 
post-War revival the Club were informed that the farmer required the land for a” TT Herd”therefore the 
club would have to find new grounds. Clearly this was nota good position and immediate steps were 
taken by members to find a suitable new ground. Once again Kings School came to the rescue and 
allowed the Club a ground and changing facilities until a new ground became available.

As ever some clouds having a silver lining. In this case the loss of fixed premises was accompanied by  
significantly reduced outgoings and allowed the Club to rebuild its finances  as shown by the copy of 
Clubs Accounts (below). A small but healthy cash pile was accumulating. Its interesting to note that  
Dances and Sweeps which had been introduced to the fund raising “armoury” before the War now 
accounted for  over half the income. The club were now ever more reliant on non-playing monies to 
keep solvent.
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FUTURE UPDATE

Season 1949-50 review

Season 1950-1 review

Include photos of remaining footings.

proposed Mucklow as first life member and Ian Proctor as second,  

LONDON (ROAD) CALLING

ANOTHER GROUND MOVE

This was a very difficult period for the Club, and they experienced considerable difficulty in acquiring a
new ground. Eventually, and with with generous assistance from Messrs. Backhouse and Coppock and 
the efforts of the President, Mr. T. Turnbull, and the Chairman, Mr. G. Proctor, a suitable ground was 
obtained off London Road.

An influx of players during these unsettled times helped to provide much needed stability to the playing 
strength of the two XV's. These players included : D. Welch, P. Welch, P. Whitmore, S. W.Taylor (an 
exponent of the drop goal), M. Cohen, C. H. T. Cleaver (another who would go on to be Mayor of 
Macclesfield), G. Kershaw, and K. Bradley and D. Holland, who were appointed captain and vice-
captain in 1952-1953 ; H.Coleman, from the King's School staff; P. Walker, R. Roscoe and P. 
F.Robinson formed a hardworking trio as forwards, and D. Moon. 

Incoming from the Universities: R. Heaton, P. McGuiness, Alan Jones, E. Purvis, F. Bradley and A. 
Birch. The latter had a colourful back story of his own. An elusive quick-off-the-mark stand-off he had 
the distinction of partnering R. E. G. Jeeps (to be English scrum-half and Captain) when playing for 
Cambridge Town. On taking an appointment in India he continued to play and eventually captained 
Madras as well as vice-captain of the South India side.

CLUB’S NEW PAVILION OPENED

Plans for the new clubhouse and ground were quickly drawn up (see below). Whilst these were largely 
kept to there were a few small amendments. The club house eventually ran parallel to the railway but 
more importantly the round edge of the bar was “squared off” thereby providing an extra “foot” of bar.
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It was during this uncomfortable period that Macclesfield adding some lustre to the years old rivalry 
with neighbours Wilmslow. At this time Wilmslow were beginning to gather a useful side and fixture 
list, becoming a more “senior” side than Macclesfield. So they were the “bookies favourites” for both 
local derbies scheduled that season, in fact the expectation was of two “easy” wins. Needless to say, 
Macclesfield were not asked their view and won the first game at Pownall Park courtesy of a classic try 
by P. McGuiness, an Oxford Greyhound, who beat and then outpaced the defence in a break from his 
own twenty-five. Satisfyingly, in the return match at the London Road Ground Macclesfield achieved 
the double.

Both teams continued to have success and C. Davies, I. R. Proctor, D. Holland and K. Bradley had 
County trials.

MEMBERS BUILD CLUBHOUSE

The building of the Clubhouse was undertaken by members at week-ends and was a creditable 
performance. 
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The first sod for the foundations was cut on October 17th, 1949, and disregarding completely the 
elements of wind, rain, frost and snow, work carried on until the opening took place on September 9th, 
1950, by Mr. W. E. Whiston J.P. 
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The Clubhouse provided amenities for flourishing social activities which had been previously confined 
to the New Year's Annual Dance. Visiting teams and friends were able to be entertained in more 
comfortable surroundings, hot-pot suppers with entertainment by members in the form of songs old and 
new, dances and projects for raising funds were so successfully organised by an active committee that in
the course of seven years the mortgage incurred by building had been cleared off.

The first Annual Dinner was held with Mr. W. C. Ramsey, President of the Rugby Union, as principal 
guest. This was a success and became one of the social events of the year. 

K. Bradley, a player with a wealth of experience, took over the captaincy for 1952-1953 and the 
following season from I. R. Proctor, who had captained the lst XV for ten years. R McCoy, a stalwart 
for many years, replaced O. Greenwood as captain of the “A'' team.

J. Taylor, R. Little, D. Barker, A. Ainsworth and D. Cooper came from the King's School into the lst XV
pack. K. Bradley, a fine tactical player, with D. Maurice, a penetrative three-quarter and L.Ward held 
together the ever-changing three-quarter line with I. R. Proctor at the full-back position. Bradley, on 
numerous occasions, turned an apparent defeat into victory with a drop goal, invariably from a difficult 
position.
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A GREAT CLUB PERSONALITY

At the close of the 1954 season Ian Proctor retired after a playing career of 20 years. Of course he 
couldn’t stay away so after a lapse of three years came back along with A. G. Brown, P. Walker, D. 
Moon, L. N. Corbishley and P. B. Welch to form the core of the Extra “A '' team. Proctor had been one 
of the Club’s many outstanding players and a big personality in the Club’s history and local Rugby 
circles. In the difficult post-war period his leadership on and off the field was instrumental in the 
recovery of the Club following the devastation of the War.

For the Committee it was a time of much change as Charles Bentley, who had played in the early days, 
returned in the capacity of Honorary Treasurer and P. B. Welch took over from S. Taylor as Honorary 
Secretary. S. Taylor had been one of the “originals” who had played in that first season 1928-9 so this 
change of the Committee represented another break from the past.

P. E. Griffin, a member of the King's School staff, was elected captain of the lst XV, followed by D. 
Barker for the next two seasons, with D. Maurice as vice-captain. It was during this period the Club lost 
the services of K. R. Bradley, D. Holland and the temporary loss of P. B. Welch, who, like (his brother 
David, had been a hard-working member for many years. Peter, originally a hockey players joined with 
little or no experience of rugby, but eventually developed into a useful wing-three-quarter with a good 
turn of speed.

FUTURE UPDATE

Season review After losing so many experienced players, and with P. Griffin in temporary retirement, 
there were the inevitable team changes with many of the present players making their debut. That the lst
XV were able to return a good playing record denoted the presence of an enthusiastic, if not quite so 
successful “A '' team.

Courier 1958, Jan 2nd  match report no colour, but Potts scores 2 tries Oct papers p14, team photo and 
report, won first 4 games with Potts scoring four tries. Then win again, 23/10 p6 photo of [people 
enjoyinga dance at StanleHall. P14 a commentary introducving Rugby Rollicks to run over two nights 
to raise funds for Tytherington. 30th paper p4 photo of 3 entertainers from the Rollicks.....include in 
1957-8 season sectionb, flesh out with more paper articles.

Macc Express Sept 11th photo plus article about rugby coaching course Oct 2nd photo of Tytherington 
before any biuilding.p6 extensive article and photos about planned club. 9 th Oct team photo and Pots 4 
tries v Congleton..........include in 1958-9 season section, use the Captains Review section flesh out with
more paper articles. 02/10/1958 – pg1 – New Sports Arena – Will Cost Nearly £10,000 Macclesfield 
Rugby Club & Macclesfield Hockey Club – photo – shows a view across open fields with a man in the 
distance walking through the fields
02/10/1958 – pg6 – Rugby Club Plan for New Sports Ground at Tytherington – photo
02/10/1958 – pg14 – Rugby Club – photo Potts 4 tries against congleton

23/10/1958 – pg6 – Rugby Club – Gay Time – (Rollicks) at the Stanley Hall – photo, actually a club 
dance
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THE SEARCH (AGAIN) FOR A NEW HOME

At the close of the 1957-1958 season Mr. T. Turnbull relinquished his position as President. During his 
12 years as President (1946-1958) he was an outstanding personality. His efforts were largely 
responsible for the complete success of the post-war revival, and it was mainly due to Mr. Turnbull and 
Mr. G. Proctor that the Club undertook their most ambitious project to date.

With the lease on the London Road ground coming to an end and the landlord informing the Club that 
the ground would have to revert back to farm ownership in the next 2-3 years, the Club were once again
faced with the problem of survival. 

TYTHERINGTON SELECTED

Eventually the ground problem, which had been a permanent one for over 30 years, had its finale when 
negotiations were completed for the purchase of a site at Tytherington, suitable for two Rugby pitches, 
hockey pitch, tennis and squash courts and a first class clubhouse. The artists impression (below) was 
produced by one of the Clubs stalwarts, Haydn Bowen, and as future photographs show was a 
reasonable impression of the final building.

The Club under the guidance of the President George Proctor determined to purchase their own ground 
and provide permanent rugby playing facilities. As ever money was an issue, well its absence was! The 
Club opened an appeal for funds, up to £10000, from the public and were supported by the Hockey Club
in this appeal. The most immediate requirement was for £4000 to proceed with ground purchase.
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The intention was to build a sports stadium providing facilities for rugby, hockey, squash and tennis (see
below, President’s letter seeking donations). The Club’s hoped to raise 50% from their own efforts and 
50% from public support. The “younger members” got the appeal off to a good start, aiming to raise 
£500pa., they actually raised £550 in the first few months. The Club hoped that the modern facilities 
would attract a better fixture list, increase local support and t reverse the trend of Kings School 
graduates moving to other clubs in search of better rugby.
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A Sub-committee for the ground development plan was formed to exploit the possibilities the new 
ground and club house offered. Amongst those considered was the accepting of a grant from the 
Education Department, which would have underwritten much of the ground development costs. This 
was turned down because it was felt that the conditions of the grant would once gain undermine the 
Club’s desire to be self-sufficient and “masters of our own destiny”.

In thanking supporters and donors alike the President noted that nearly four hundred members had 
played for the Club “since its inception, the strings of continuity on the field have, to a large extent, 
been held together by the long playing stalwarts : V. Bull, F. R. Mason, N. Williams J. H. Wood, G. P. 
Siggins, A. Moore, I. R. Proctor, M. Massey and R. McCoy-all with playing records of ten years or 
more”. And that playing longevity was in part matched by the off-field support given by many Vice-
presidents in particular Dr. N. B. Maurice, Dr. A. C. Gillies, Colonel G. N. Heath, Mr. T. Simister, Mr. 
W. Proctor, and Mr. Ian Oliver,  all of whom had been Vice-presidents in the 1926-1927 season!

FUTURE UPDATE

Season 1958-9 review

A win in the snow

Rugby Club Dance

More on the new clubhouse 
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THE MOVE BEGINS

The 1958-1959 season concluded with the three teams returning a very successful record, in particular 
the lst XV with the figures of : played 31, won 22, drawn 6, lost 3. Points for 451, against 171. As had 
become tradition a number of Kings School boys made their Club debuts, this season the y members  
included Peter Jones, Alan Mclnnes and Alan Hanson. The first two would figure largely in future 
playing success. 

T. A. Cooke (captain) had a talented squad at his disposal despite the interruption to “normal life“ 
caused by National Service which was till an element in “normal life”. Peter Harper had joined the Club
from one of the London Clubs. A strong runner and sure tackler, he would go on to figure large on the 
history of Macclesfield Rugby Club both on the playing side and off-field. Clive Barker, another of the 
Kings School graduates, fitted in first team rugby around National Service. The Team Secretary was 
long servicg Mike Massey. Wilf Potts leveled many a bigger opponent and still found time to score 9 
tries. 
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The half backs were both Kings School graduates, Peter Holland (a future County cap) and Bill Mitchell
(a County trialist) were clearly a combination much envied by other so-called better clubs. Whilst 
second row John Taylor, another who would figure large in the Club’s future, found time to play as well 
as be Assistant Secretary and provide much professional knowledge and assistance in the Club's venture
to buy a new ground.

The playing records of the three teams provide a fair indication of the spirit prevailing at the  club at that
time. Notably the 1st XV who won over 20 games and scored nearly 500 points. A playing record that 
allied with a new ground they hoped would entice the bigger clubs to Macclesfield.

“A'' TEAM TO THE FORE

The success of the first team had an unusual and unintended consequence in that it appeared to lure 
several older “retired” players back on to the field, to the benefit of the Extra A XV, who consequently 
also enjoyed a successful season. In a not wholly new phenomonen, this group (clique) decided that 
there was only one team to play for and that whilst selectors might consider a move up to first or second

team to be a promotion, “3rd teamers'' were less able to see the benefit. This attitude was, as it always 
was, not well received and the relative success of the Extra A XV was not well received to judge from 
the following Clubman article in the Courier March 1961. 

The Tankards, Extra A XV, had a hugely successful season – best playing record in the club – by the 
simple expedient of getting many highly talented players to return to the club and game. So far so good, 
but they applied a certain pressure to ensure that players once in the side remained there and so many 
actually refused to play up the sides. They had got off to a bad start by insisting on the name “Tankards”
but redeemed themselves by raising significant funds for local charities via a game against the Alderley 
Chicks (an “all girl” invitation side), have I reported this elsewhere? The angst came to a head when the 
Tankards publicly claimed that “the average Tankard player was far superior to his second team 
counterpart”. The second team accepted this challenge and so a match was scheduled for Sunday March 
15th.

Clubman at that time reported “The Tankards are either a talented outfit with a cavelier attitude to the 
game or they are for the most part a bunch of loud mouthed non-entities. Very strong words indeed! 
Despite this antagonism the Tankards made a useful contribution to retaining players and providing 
entertainment as Keith Oliver makes clear in the video (see end of section for link).

The club did not confine its enterprise to the field of play. The equally important social side was not 
neglected. The usual dances were held and the Annual Dinner again attracted a good turn-out. But new 
events were added to the calendar. Pride of place was probably the variety show “Rugby Rollicks'' 
which was performed for two nights to capacity audiences and scores more tickets could have easily 
been sold. It was noted at the time “no one could ever have queried that such stage talent existed in a 
Club which rightly or wrongly is thought to contain only the “beefy type”. Not quite sure what they 
meant!

Several social evenings were held in the club house, all of which were well attended. The first Tramp 
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Supper was talked about for weeks afterwards and expcted to be a regular feature going forward.

The close season saw another innovation The Grand Fete, held to raise funds for the new ground at 
Tytherington. Now the Hockey Club were very much involved (see programme photo below) de on the 
very traditional family day out. Continuing its reputation as an inclusive, family-centric club the events 
that day included Clay Pigeon Shooting and Childrens Sports (see photo below).
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LAST SEASON AT LONDON ROAD

FUTURE UPDATE

Season 1959-60 REVIEW

October Prestwich at home, actually played at Prestwich because the London Road pitch was 
unfit….too hard!

In December the game against Leek was abandoned because of fog with Macc winning 8-3. 

Roger Little (captain ) trialled for Cheshire, long line of not quites.

Three teams turned out that season and generally quite a successful.

Successful sevens team (P Jones, R Hawkyard, B Mitchell, P Holland, M Glover, J Taylor, J Howarth) 
reached 3rd round of Manchester Sevens

Off the pitch over 1000 people attended Grand Fete at London Road (30/5/59) held to raise funds for 
new gound. Tug of war won by Bosley Wood Treatment, Club dances November and April.
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Rugby Rollicks held in November (some artefacts) comedians Ian Lawson, David Barker, pianist Keith
Yearsley. 

The AGM  a surplus of £626 – unusual, but more important that work on the new ground (Tytherington)
was progressing well

Season 1960-1 review
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