
 
Appendix 7 

Mini and Junior AGM Report 2020/21 
 

What a year! And one I never want to repeat. 
 
Returning to Rugby in September 2020 in the midst of the Pandemic the whole section was 
in turmoil! 
 
The RFU introduced a “Roadmap” to return to rugby based on player welfare, and the 
COVID situation.  We worked through non-contact training in pods of 6 players, onto non-
contact groups of 10 and then Ready 4 Rugby (R4R) – a version of rugby based on touch.  No 
tackle, ruck maul or scrum. 
 
As we’re all aware we entered two more complete lockdowns due to COVID resulting in all 
rugby activity stopping again.  The RFU, looking to the future extended the M&J season for 
another month (to 31/5/2021). 
 
This was not to stop us though!  Zoom had been discovered.  Online tasks and challenges 
were set varying from “run the most this week” to “backs .v. forwards miles challenges” and 
plenty of skills tests. 
 
We returned to another “roadmap” in late October allowing the kids to at least get some 
time together.  Coaches had to use their imagination to keep the sessions interesting, and 
the ALL came through with shining stars… 
 
Eventually the Roadmap moved onto the R4R game and we were allowed to play games 
within teams.  After so long without any rugby the players relished just getting out onto the 
grass and playing! 
 
During this period the Club held an ALL TEAMS Ready 4 Rugby House Competition, and the 
game was on.  The whole Mini and Youth section embraced and went all out to score points 
for their House!  I forget who won, because the important thing was the kids playing rugby 
and loving the game again – smiles all round!! 
 
As we all know over Christmas to March a further full lockdown curtailed activity.  It has to 
be said it was tough to keep the players engaged during this time.  The weather, lack of 
games and missing the club atmosphere all added up. 
 
Emerging from Lockdown in early March the RFU announced a fast-track roadmap back to 
rugby!   
 
One of the key challenges centred around contact.  Some players had not played contact 
sport for over a year!  Player welfare featured high on the agenda, and rightly so.  Players 
were eased back into contact through limited training sessions.  Other activities focussed on 
fitness and other core skills of rugby. 
 



 
 
 
We held two successful rugby camps in April.  Firstly, a new one for Macclesfield was the 
camp run by Sedbergh School and the Magic Academy.   Just under 100 Macclesfield RUFC 
players from U9 to U16 attended the two-day course run by Jason Duffey and Russel 
Earnshaw (Rusty as we know him).   The girls team also had a separate evening session, and 
we also held a coach the coaches evening, which was important as one of the casualties of 
the pandemic has been the lack of training courses. 
 
The second camp was our friends over at Sale Sharks Community who hosted 50 players 
(limited due to COVID and the number of coaches available).  Another huge success with all 
attendees enjoying the club. 
 
Finally at the beginning of May Mini and Youth fixtures returned to Priory Park.  Hosting 
Sandbach, Winnington Park, Sale, Stockport and Wilmslow. 
 
The season finishes on 31st May, however in-order to regain some of the lost time the RFU 
have allowed a summer of activity based on Ready 4 Rugby, and for the first-time contact 
training is permitted over the summer period. 
 
X7s tournaments are in the planning stage for July with some Summer Fixtures to look 
forward to. 
 
In summary, the season has been hugely challenging for all concerned.  My thanks go to all 
the coaches, team managers, parents and of course our players for continuing to remain 
engaged and supporting the club. 
 
As we move towards a new season, and a new structure for the section we look forward to 
normality returning. 
 
Phil Mason 
M&J Chairman 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


