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Dear All,
It’s great to be back! Having not been able to play league rugby for 18 months it is very exciting to be starting the new season at
Priory Park – The Home of Macclesfield Rugby Club. We are delighted to welcome our old friends from Burnage on their first foray in
to The Northern Premiership following promotion from North 1 West back in 2020. This season is really exciting because nobody
really knows how other clubs in the league have faired through the pandemic both on and off the field of play but what we do know
is that The North Premier League will be hugely competitive and we will witness some great rugby throughout the season.

It would be remiss of me not to write a few words about the pandemic. The Covid-19 virus itself has impacted on many peoples lives
and the lockdowns and limitations on our lives and livelihoods over the last 18 months have caused real challenges for everyone. To
all those people who have been adversely affected by the death or illness of loved ones and to those affected by mental health
challenges, our thoughts remain with you.

THE CHAIRMAN



As a Rugby Club Community, I must pay tribute to the membership of
Macclesfield Rugby Club. You have risen to the biggest challenge the Club has
faced since the war. You have looked after each other and you have looked
after the Club, both on and off the pitch, to such an extent that we start this
season with confidence and great enthusiasm across all age grades, genders
and types of rugby. Much has been achieved through the pandemic and with
the active support and participation of the membership, sponsors, volunteers
and the wider community in all sorts of ways we have not just survived but we
have thrived: we have improved our facilities with three new bars (Sin Bin,
Spiral lounge and Priory Suite). We have refurbished and improved the
changing facilities. We are adding additional floodlighting to the top pitch.
The Roustabouts have improved the house and grounds. At every opportunity
we have socialised, trained and played rugby for real and using on-line
facilities. The engagement and participation from members, sponsors and
everyone involved with Macclesfield Rugby Club has been vital and has
enabled us to achieve all these things. On the pitch our thanks go to the
coaching teams and families who have kept our players active throughout
and they are ready for the new season. 

THE 
CHAIRMAN



Finally, the Cub owes a massive thank you to Andy Appleyard General Manager), Kirsty Wallis (Bar Manager) and Barry and
Maggie Priestley (Catering). This small band of hugely dedicated people and their staff have shown huge commitment,
enthusiasm, energy and professionalism without which we would not have enjoyed the good times we have had in the last 18
months. Their contribution to the Club can not be put in words but everyone who has been along to events and functions will
know what I mean.

Pete Harper, our President, has commented on rugby matters in his piece save to say that we look forward to the season and
we wish all our teams the very best of good fortune.

Today our first team host Burnage, one of four local derbies this season. Burnage Rugby Club was founded as an old boys'
club for ex-pupils of Burnage High School in 1936. The club moved from South Manchester to a new site at Varley Park in
Heaton Mersey in the 1970s and boasts a 3G artificial pitch. Burnage were promoted up to The North Premier league along
with York and Northwich at the end of the 2019/2020 season and today will be the first real test for both teams this season. I
am sure we will witness a high standard of rugby and an enjoyable game in the true spirit of our great game. Have a great
day everyone.

Chaos
Chairman
Macclesfield Rugby Union Football Club
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WELCOME TO THE 2021-22
SEASON

 
From Peter Harper

IT’S MY PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU ALL TO THE
2021-22 SEASON OF THE NORTH PREMIER

LEAGUE AT PRIORY PARK AND HAVING BEEN
STARVED OF LIVE CLUB RUGBY FOR OVER 18

MONTHS, EVERYONE INVOLVED HERE AT
MACCLESFIELD (AND I’M SURE ALL OVER THE

RUGBY WORLD!) CAN`T WAIT TO GET BACK TO
THE WORLD OF CLUB RUGBY. WE`VE ALL MISSED
THE EXCITEMENT THAT A NEW SEASON BRINGS,

THE SATURDAY ROUTINE OF EITHER PLAYING,
SUPPORTING OR VOLUNTEERING EVERY WEEK,

THE SMELL OF LINIMENT WAFTING FROM THE
CHANGING ROOMS, THE BEER AND BANTER WITH

MATES, OLD AND NEW IN THE BAR AND THE
EXCITEMENT AND CAMARADERIE THAT OUR

GREAT GAME GIVES US.



 
So here we are, season 2021–22 and what an exciting season it promises to be, for all our teams. We all look forward to
another year of demanding rugby for our players, both on and off the field, and to build on our long held reputation of

giving our-all for the cause on the pitch, and enjoying ourselves to the full off it.
 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our visiting teams, supporters, and officials this season, and we look
forward to renewing recent rivalries with our friends from all over the North. Macclesfield finished in 3rd place after

the count-back last time, closely followed by Sandal & Billingham with Blackburn making great progress at their first
season at this level. With our old rivals from Otley and Preston being relegated, and hoping to bounce back at the

first time of asking, this is going to be one hell of a season.
 

Of course, all the other clubs in the league will be keen to challenge for top-spot as well, and with Kirby Lonsdale,
Alnwick, Lymm, Rossendale and Wirral having been in the league for a couple of season or more, the competition will
be immense. Added to that, the 3 promoted clubs, York and our near neighbours Burnage and Northwich, all wanting

to make a mark, we`re in for some exciting Saturday afternoons at Priory Park. 
 

I`d like to wish all the clubs in the league the best of luck this season and look forward to sharing a beer or 3 with our
opposition Alikadoos, win lose or draw.

 
As happens every season, we say hello and welcome, to many new players, and goodbye to others from all sections of

the Club, and we wish the best of luck to all those who continue to enjoy our great game elsewhere, or who have
taken that difficult decision to retire (It happens to us all!).

 
We wish our Lead Coach `Apps` all the very best as he and former Macclesfield 1st XV skipper Rick Jones, put our
very young and predominantly home grown players through their paces. Although focused mainly on the senior

men`s teams, Apps & Jonah will I`m sure, be providing guidance and advice to the Youth and Ladies sections as they
continue to thrive.

 
I`d like to wish all our Macclesfield players, from 1st XV down, through the sides, including our social teams and

Ladies team, down to those just starting to play rugby - the Under 6`s, a very successful season – I know you`ve all
been waiting for this moment for a long time!

 

         Peter Harper



 

A short note to ALL of our Macclesfield players this season:

 

The joy of playing rugby with your mates, (one of life`s great privileges) the sacrifice of training whatever the weather and the selflessness

needed to help the team, requires an understanding of your own strengths & weaknesses and an appreciation of your team mate’s abilities,

at whatever level you play or which team you play in. A happy and united team establishes bonds you will cherish forever, memories you

will look back at fondly and friends you will make for life. I hope the game of rugby brings you all great pleasure, whatever level or age you

play at, and that you will always be proud to have worn the Macclesfield shirt. 

 

So please play every game as if it`s your last, leave nothing for another day, face the hardest of challenges with passion, courage and

humility, respect the officials, show consideration for your opponents and relish and embrace the struggles our great game brings.

Best wishes to all our members and our opponents, for the coming season and I look forward to sharing a tale or two (and a pint!) after the

game.

That just leaves me to say “Thank You” to our members for electing me as your President – It is an honour I truly cherish and one that is

further enhanced as I follow in my Father’s footsteps.

 

Pete Harper President MRUFC

 

         Peter Harper





ONE
CLUB

DRAW
ONE

CLICK ME TO JOIN OTHER MEMBERS
This is a monthly draw that has been set up to provide you with the opportunity to win cash prizes and help

raise money for projects to improve the club for all players and members. All you need to do is sign up for the
monthly draw at either £5 or £7 or £10 per month, basically the cost of a beer or two.

https://www.macclesfieldrufc.co.uk/one-club-draw/


 PRE SEASON
UPDATE
B Y  D A V I D  W I L K I N S O N

A N D Y  A P P L E Y A R D ' S

I  chatted with Apps,  earl ier  in  the week about the squad leading up to
the f irst  game on Saturday.

The warm up games had gone very well  with the two against  Sheff ield
Tigers,  then the Blues versus Whites Tr ial  fol lowed by the match against
Hull ,  which was br i l l iant,  then on Wednesday you get a phone cal l  saying
that Bowden had cr ied-off  as  they couldn’t  raise a team!

Yes,  it  was disappointing to hear the news.  Ideally we would have
liked two or three matches in the final  build-up,  but it ’s  been a
difficult time.  Covid has completely changed everything,  it ’s  been a
very long build-up and some of the boys needed a break to take
family holidays,  and many have chosen to do this pre season,  so it  was
inevitable that some players would be unavailable.  It ’s  been difficult,
but we make sure that our training simulates a game; we aim to train
20% above a match tempo, so the game then feels a lot easier,  than
what a training session does.



 PRE SEASON UPDATE
I  suppose the change of  working with a ful l  squad of  30 plus  players  has
also helped to create match condit ions.

Yes,  when we were allowed to we actually got an in-house game
before Christmas,  then another before the Sheff Tigers games,  we
then had a big break and another in-house game before the Hull
match.  We’ve purposely made it  difficult for the boys,  playing
against opposition from the league above us.  Bowden would have
been a bit  l ighter for us,  but another game, unfortunately these
things happen.  They are really confident now going into a match
situation,  the boys train at such a high intensity that a game tempo
seems easier.

I t  must  be very different to a normal  pre season;  because of  Covid we’ve
had a real ly  s low,  long bui ld-up;  which is  most unl ike a normal  season,
where the boys get  a big break and then a compacted ser ies  of  warm-up
games.

100%, because of Covid lads have been taking their  holidays spread
out over the summer,  so we’ve often been missing players;  this has
been the same at other clubs that has affected us getting games.
The whole rugby family has been affected not just the first team
squad but all  the other teams,  the 3rds and the 4ths as well ,  so the
captains of those teams are having to work really hard to get teams
together to fulfil  f ixtures.  Hopefully,  once we have this weekend
sorted,  with some good results,  all  the lads will  get back into the
routine.

It ’s  been very difficult from the coaching aspect,  to keep the
lads interested,  doing different things,  as we’ve pretty much
had an 18 month pre-season.  It ’s  been a real  challenge,  but I
think that it ’s  up skilled us,  we now just need to go out there
and do the business.

I f  you take that,  the business,  through this  long period you’ve
talked about the pace of  the game,  playing at  a  high tempo,  is
that something that you continue to work on?

Rugby is  a series of competitions,  you may consider a l ineout
as a competition,  or a scrum, or a ruck,  that’s  a competition
to get there first,  in the best body position to be dominant.
What we’ve been trying to push on the boys,  is  that we want
to win every l ittle competition,  and with that if  you’ve got
the tempo in your game and the boys are switched on
working hard,  off the ball  and on the ball ,  then you’ve got a
high tempo game that’s  putting other teams under pressure
in all  those l ittle competitions.  So that’s  pretty much what
we’ve been working a lot on,  breaking those competitions
down and focusing on how we address them, and then
speeding them back up in game situation training.  It ’s  going
well ,  but we are stil l  learning,  we are stil l  a  young side and
there are stil l  more young players coming into that mix,  so
it ’s  really exciting but it ’s  also always developing.  What we
have now is a high tempo game that some sides will  struggle
with – if  we perform it  well  on the pitch we’ll  be a force to be
reckoned with.



 PRE SEASON UPDATE
From what I ’ve seen a lot  of  the high tempo play emanates from the ruck recycle,  how do you break that down to keep the pace on the game?

It ’s  a hard one,  every ruck is  a different competition,  it  depends on how many men have gone in,  if  it ’s  just one,  we’ve got to rush to it ,  if
two men have gone in together,  it ’s  a l ittle more safer for us,  it ’s  also winning the height race,  so if  we win the height race,  we’re down low
and we’re down strong,  then we’re pretty much secure.  We then move on to the next job,  which is  the scrum half  coming in,  his  delivery,  how
clean the ball  is  being presented for him, so if  we’ve got a good length for him and a good presentation of the ball ,  it  makes the scrum
half’s  job a hell  of a lot easier to get quick ball  away.  For example we run a training session where our focus is  all  on ball  presentation,
looking at all  the individual elements.  So we are starting to see how we want the ruck to work,  we are aiming at about a 3 second ruck,
which really seems to be excell ing us.
But it ’s  not just the ruck,  the key areas for me are the off-the-ball  areas,  when one phase is  happening we are getting organised for the
next phase.  Also,  when play stops,  when the ball  gets kicked out,  how long does it  take us to get set for a l ineout,  what is  that time span?
So if  we can shorten that time-span and put the opposition under pressure,  they are not going to have an organised l ineout or an organised
scrum. So we always want to be there first,  we want to win that race.

Are you saying you want to be f itter  than the opposit ion?

No, it ’s  more about speed of thought,  reactions,  if  we are there first we’ve already won that competition,  put them under pressure.  It ’s
those top two inches that we’re working on with the boys in training,  when the whistle’s  blown and we move onto the next session the boys
are running there,  they’re switched-on.

Looking at  the Hull  game,  which I  know you wil l  have analysed in  great detai l ,  even though Hull  were a much more experienced and bigger team, the
boys were able to recycle the bal l  quickly  and keep possession for  long periods,  you have to say they had parity  with them.

Yes,  we chose Hull ,  because we know what they are about,  I  l ike to refer to them as a Championship Vets team. They have a lot of boys that
played Championship rugby,  then,  stepped down to play semi-pro rugby,  so a lot of Yorkshire lads go to Hull .  They’re big experienced
players,  but the last thing they wanted was to be run around the park,  by a bunch of young lads.  I  think that’s  how we held our own in that
game, we were efficient,  we were there first on most occasions.  Hull  had the bounce of the ball  on a couple of occasions,  and OK we showed
a lack of experience at times,  but we got a lot of good work-ons out of that game. In retrospect we competed well  against a team a league
above us,  as we did against Tigers.  We were there or thereabouts on the day and performed well ,  which was the aim.



 PRE SEASON UPDATE
So we’ve now just  f inished,  almost 18 months of  not playing proper rugby,  and during that t ime you’ve had a lot  of  new boys join
the squad,  but unti l  you saw them actually  play,  you wouldn’t  have quite known what you had.  Presumably now you’ve got a good
idea of  your rugby stock.

Absolutely,  we’ve got a long l ist  of players,  certainly in the 40s,  who have all  been pre-season training with us.  There are
some new lads that accept that they will  be in the second team with us,  and there’s nothing wrong with that,  it ’s  great.
But we also have a large squad of players that are able to play first team rugby.  Some of the new lads might get an early
start and end up keeping the shirt;  the challenge ahead is  to keep everyone happy,  so we want the experience in the
second team to be great,  they have their  own lead coach in Russ and hopefully a Physio starting October,  along with club
man Jim Curtis supporting so hopefully our fringe players playing in the second team will  get as much support as we can
provide.   

What’s  the s ituation with injured players?

There are a couple of lads injured at the moment,  but they are back in a week or so,  so it ’s  l iterally waiting weeks then
we are at near full-strength.  Long term injuries are Sam Stelmaszec,  because in his injury to his knee he did multiple
things to it .  So he is  in a rehab programme with Jay,  and we hope that he’ll  be back training towards the end of
November.  Billy has had his knee op now, so we hope he’ll  be back training soon as well .  Sam Brown is  having a key-
operation on his shoulder,  so I  think he’ll  be six weeks.  Harry Oliver just needs some more contact training then he’ll  be
good to go,  and Harry Blackwell  will  be about 4 weeks.

I t ’s  Tuesday,  so there’s  just  tonight’s  session and Thursday night and presumably you’ l l  then be picking the team for  Saturday.

It  will  probably be done tonight,  myself and Rick,  we’ve got some ideas about who will  be starting and it ’s  very close and
tight,  a really hard job,  especially this first week,  because everyone has worked so hard and they are all  expecting a
shirt.  So there are going to be some disappointed lads,  but it ’s  our job to make the call  for this week,  and the lads have
to understand that we are a big squad – it ’s  all  about the hunt for promotion and to do that,  you can’t  do it  with just 18
players,  we need a solid squad that all  work together and chip in when they need to chip in.  I  hate having to pick just 18
players because sometimes there are several  50-50s.

You’ve almost got your hands t ied when you’ve only  got three replacements,  in  having to look at  the uti l ity  aspect  of  who can give
me more options.

It ’s  good for some but not for others;  if  you’re on the fringe,  but someone else can play in several  positions,  then they
have got the shirt because you need those options.  Whilst we will  want to keep the backbone of the team throughout the
season,  it  will  change,  it ’s  a long season,  but we have those options to change.









MEET OUR SENIOR SQUAD MANAGEMENT TEAM

 

Andy Appleyard Lead Coach
Rick Jones Forwards Coach

Jay Curtis S&C Coach
Issy Adlington Head of Medical

Matt Coleridge Performance Analysis 

George Edwards Senior Squad Logistics Manager 
Clive Griffiths Defence Consultant Coach 

Peter Allan Refereeing and Laws Consultant 
Chris Jones Consultant Coach

Russ Tomlinson 2nd Team Coach supported by Jim Curtis
 







SK10 4AE
Venue

17th 18th
FRI NIGHT - SAT DAY - SAT NIGHT 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1

ENJOYING

D A Y  T I M E  D R I N K S  1 1 A M - 3 P M
L I V E  R U G B Y  3 P M

D A Y  &  N I G H T  L I V E  E N T E R T A I N M E N T
6 P M  T I L L  L A T E

D E L I C I O U S

 

 

SSCCRRCRCCRC EERERRER AAEAEEAE MMAMAAMA IIMIMMIM NNINIINI GGGNGNNGN

W W W . M A C C L E S F I E L D R U F C . C O . U K / E V E N T / P R I O R Y - P A R K - F O O D - D R I N K - F E S T I V A L



Venue

2021

PRIORY PARK EVENTSPPPPPRRRRRIIIIIOOOOORRRRRYYYYY PPPPPAAAAARRRRRKKKKK EEEEEVVVVVEEEEENNNNNTTTTTSSSSS 
PROUDLY PRESENTSPPPPPRRRRROOOOOUUUUUDDDDDLLLLLYYYYY PPPPPRRRRREEEEESSSSSEEEEENNNNNTTTTTSSSSS

TICKETS £15TTTTTIIIIICCCCCKKKKKEEEEETTTTTSSSSS £££££1111155555
BOOK ONLINEBBBBBOOOOOOOOOOKKKKK OOOOONNNNNLLLLLIIIIINNNNNEEEEE 

WWW.MACCLESFIELDRUFC.CO.UK/EVENTS

 
 
 

JAGER MAESTROSJJJJJAAAAAGGGGGEEEEERRRRR MMMMMAAAAAEEEEESSSSSTTTTTRRRRROOOOOSSSSS
BAVARIAN OOMPAHBBBBBAAAAAVVVVVAAAAARRRRRIIIIIAAAAANNNNN OOOOOOOOOOMMMMMPPPPPAAAAAHHHHH

BANDBBBBBAAAAANNNNNDDDDD
 

DANCING,  SINGING,  GREAT FOOD 
& SOME CLASS GERMAN BEERS! 

 

LIVE MUSIC FROM..
 

STEINS INCLUDEDSSSSSTTTTTEEEEEIIIIINNNNNSSSSS IIIIINNNNNCCCCCLLLLLUUUUUDDDDDEEEEEDDDDD  

DRESS CODE =

GERMAN

FANCY DRESS




